How to Create the Perfect Introduction

Step 1: Underline and number the most important parts of the passage.

“It is painfully apparent today that millions of Americans who would never think of themselves as lawbreakers, let alone criminals, are taking (1) increasing liberties with all sorts of ’minor’ laws that are nonetheless designed to (2) protect and nourish society.  When it comes to tax codes, or laws against littering or speeding or noise pollution, more and (3) more ordinary citizens are becoming scofflaws [people who casually break the law].  The (4) slogan of the day seems to be, 'You're a fool if you obey the rules.'  Americans are used to thinking that (5) law-and-order is threatened mainly by violent crime.  But (6) the foundations of social order are more profoundly shaken when ordinary law-abiding citizens take to skirting the law."  

Step 2: Create a bullet list by paraphrasing these important ideas

· Millions of Americans that don’t refer to themselves as lawbreakers are taking more chances with minor laws.

· These laws are enforced to protect and help society grow and function 

· More everyday citizens are becoming scofflaws- “people who casually break the law”.

· Today the popular theme is “You’re a fool if you obey the rules”

· Most Americans are accustomed to violent crimes affecting the law and order.

· The little mistakes and crimes affect our society more than the big ones.

Step 3: Create a paragraph with your bullet list, adding transition words to connect ideas. Do not forget to include your thesis after your explain the argument!


Frank Trippett argues that people who don’t refer to themselves as lawbreakers are taking more chances with minor laws. These minor laws are enforced to protect and help society to grow and function smoothly. More normal, everyday citizens are becoming “scofflaws”- “people who casually break the law”. Today the popular theme seems to be, “you’re a fool if you obey the rules”. Most Americans are accustomed to violent crimes affecting the law-and-order, when in reality the little crimes affect our society more than the big ones. We think the big crimes are the ones that are weakening our society, so we don’t think twice how our one piece of trash will do any harm but it’s the compilation of all our “minor crimes” that is outweighing the big ones. 

