
©NBerti2017      (Pre-Reading) 

Name: __________________________________________________  Date: _____________________  Period: ____ 

Great Depression Picture Analysis 

Directions: Use the chart below to record your observations from the photo then record your interpretations of each 

question. Finally, in the final space record your overall impression or interpretation of the photo in relation to the 

historical significance/relevance of the photograph. 

 Who or what is the image 

showing? Explain your reasoning. 

What information does the picture 

provide about life during the 

Great Depression? Be specific. 

What stands out the most or 

concerns you the most about this 

image? Explain.  
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©NBerti2017      (Pre-Reading) 

Picture Analysis Writing Assignment 

Imagine that you are a person seeking to help people suffering during the Great Depression and that you are trying to 

convince the government to help those in need. Write a letter to your local government representative (Governor or 

Senator) wherein you choose one of the five included photos to argue that people are suffering and need government 

assistance. Therefore, write a paragraph response in letter format in which you identify the picture that you think best 

shows the life of people during the Great Depression that could be used to argue for government assistance. Support 

your response by fully explaining your ideas and using your understanding of the Great Depression.  
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